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Following weeks of fighting, government forces have retaken alHajar al-Aswad in south Damascus, adjacent to Yarmouk camp,
the largest Palestinian refugee camp in Syria, whilst concurrently
ISIS fighters have withdrawn from Yarmouk and moved into ISIS
territory in the east. Yarmouk was previously home to
approximately 160,000 Palestinian refugees but now just several
hundred remain amongst the ruins following recent heavy
bombing.

Israel seeking US recognition of occupied Golan
Heights
Following the recent move of the US Embassy to Jerusalem, Israel
is pushing for US recognition of the territory occupied since the
1967 Arab-Israeli war, claiming it is necessary in terms of national
security given the various jihadi groups now operating in Syria, and
also to send Iran a message.Add a little bit of body text

OPCW say chlorine gas used in Saraqib
Investigators from the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons has said that chlorine gas was used on the rebel-held

town of Saraqib in Idlib province, which witnesses say were
dropped by barrel bombs from a government helicopter in February
of this year. Assad denies the claims, as well as dismissing the
OPCW’s allegation that Syrian government forces are behind at
least three chlorine and sarin attacks since then. The OPCW is
expected to release a new report before the end of May on the
suspected chemical attack that took place In Douma in April, killing
at least 70 people.

of which some Iranians, according to the British-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights. IS have increased their number of
guerilla-style attacks as they lose territory and seek to restock on
weaponry. It now only controls two besieged desert areas in eastern
Syria.

Israel & Iran Increase Tensions

Assad meets Putin in Russia
For the third time since the outbreak of the conflict Assad has flown
to Russia for talks with President Putin, where they discussed
“Constitutional Committee that is supposed to work on the
Constitution of Syria” according to the Kremlin. They also discussed
Russian investment in Syria and humanitarian relief, as well as
follow up to the National Dialogue Congress earlier this year in
Sochi.

At least 30 dead in ISIS attack on Assad’s forces
and militas
At least 30 government forces and pro-Assad militia were killed in
an IS attack outside of Palmyra. These included 17 non-Syrians,

Source: https://twitter.com/LTCJonathan

ISIS pushed out of South Damascus
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This week saw Israel launch its largest attack in decades on
Iranian targets in Syria, allegedly in response to Iran firing 20
rockets into the Israeli occupied Golan Heights. Israel said that all
of the 20 rockets either fell within Syrian territory or were
intercepted. Dozens of Iranian positions were hit in the strike, as
well as five Syrian anti-aircraft installations, coming just a few days
after President Trump withdrew from the Nuclear Deal, and hours
after Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu met with Russian President
Vladamir Putin, who said he was confident that Russia would not
interfere with “Israel’s freedom action”. It is the largest attack by
Israel inside Syria since October 1973. Russia and Iran have
significant bases and areas of influence in South-West Syria as
shown in the below map released by the Institute for the Study of
Long War

Law Number 10 Enters Into Force
In a move which has been widely criticized by human rights
organizations and legal experts, Law Number 10 (or the Absentee
Law) requires Syrian citizens to register ownership of their
properties with the ministry of Local Administration, within 30 days
from the announcement by President Assad at the beginning of
April. This is obviously an impossible task for the 12 million or so
refugees outside of the country, and is widely seen as a deliberate
ploy to strip those not supporting the regime of their land and
rights. Some are linking the repossession of refugee homes by the
Assad government to an attempt to recoup some of the financial
losses incurred by the economic cost of continued conflict.

It is also thought that this measure will be leveraged to repopulated
areas with Assad loyalists, as well as to provide “prizes” for those
who have fought for the Assad regime. There are millions of
Syrians outside Syria wanted by the Syrian regime, mostly for
refusing to fight on behalf of the Assad government. Relatives up
to the fourth degree can register on behalf of their family members,
however if they are registering on behalf of a wanted individual,
they too can be arrested.
Such an act further deepens the trauma suffered by the millions of
Syrian refugees, who now have no physical home to return to
should the conflict come to an end.

US Review of Syrian Civil Defence Funding
The US has announced a review of funding for the Syrian Civil
Defence (or White Helmets) in light of the US Decision to freeze
“Stabilisation Projects” in Syria worth $200 million. The US is said
to provide a third of the White Helmets’ funding, though they have
stated that this development has not disrupted their search and
rescue operations. The website of the Syrian Civil Defence states
that they receive funding from the UK, Holland, Denmark,
Germany, Canada, New Zealand, and the USA for training,
equipment and support. The UK government has since said that it
will consider filling the funding gap- having provided £2.71bn in aid
to the Syrian humanitarian effort since 2011. The group has been
accused of collaborating with Al Quaeda, and staging chemical
weapons attacks, branded as “smears and disinformation by UK
Labour MP for Greenwich and Woolwich Matthew Pennycook, who
asked British Prime Minister Theresa May to increase funding to
the group. An FCO (Foreign and Commonwealth Office)
spokesperson said last year: “The UK remains committed to
supporting the White Helmets and the vital work they do, providing
life-saving assistance to civilians affected by Syria’s conflict.”

Iraqi Strikes on ISIS Positions in Syria
Iraq has conducted several strikes on targets south of the town of
Deshaisha near to the city of Deir Ez Zor, allegedly used as a base
by ISIS commanders. Iraq has been involved in active strikes
against ISIS several times this year, supported by Syrian or US-led
coalition support. This action comes following Iraq’s retaking of
Mosul and other cities from the group. Iraqi PM Abadi released a
statement announcing the attack, and warning of the existence of
sleeper cells within Iraq despite ISIS’s military defeat.

Russian Backed Ceasefire in Houla, Rastan, and
Talbiseh

A Russian-backed ceasefire in the northern-Homs countryside has
seen Syrian rebels agreeing to surrender an enclave in return for
their exile in Northern Syria. Approximately 5000 opposition
fighters and their families are expected to leave for other
opposition-held areas in the north, and have already begun to hand
over their heavy weaponry. The deal comes after intense
bombardment by government forces and a crippling siege. It was
announced by Hezbollah’s military media unit.

Evacuees Stuck near Al Bab
At least 2000 rebels and their families evacuated from the of
Babila, Yalda and Beit Saham, towns reclaimed by government
forces from Jaish al-Islam and Hay'et Tahrir al-Sham, have been
stuck for five days near Al-Bab. Aleppo, without access to basic
services, with no lavatories and limited medication. Evacuations
were agreed in exchange for the handover of military equipment,
whilst government forces were concurrently attempting to push
ISIS out of Yarmouk camp.
Some of the convoys were heading for rebel-held Idlib, whilst
others for al-Bab and Jarablus. It appears that several have been
refused entry due to a lack of coordination, following a TurkishRussian fallout, with the Russians failing to inform the Turks of the
arrival of evacuees, of whom approximately 3,000 arrived from
Homs to Al-Bab last week. 65 buses are now waiting for access to
Al-Bab and Jarablus, and being given some water and food by the
Red Crescent. It is a difficult situation as rebels affiliated Jaish alIslam and other sub-groups cannot go to Idlib, as groups with
them had been fighting Al Nusra front. These individuals and their
families must wait for access to Al Bab, with reports of no trees to
even shelter under.
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