
 

STIRE - Supporting the Integration of
the Resettled 



The overall objective of STIRE is to
foster the resettlement process by
contributing to the social and cultural
support (prior to departure and after
the arrival) of the resettled, by
facilitating capacity building activities
in the receiving communities and by
enhancing cooperation and partnership
between resettled and host
communities in Austria, Croatia, Italy,
Ireland, Romania and Slovenia. 
For resettled, better establishment of a
new existence in EU countries through
better knowledge and understanding of
the culture, the social system, the
language and other information
necessary to navigate through the new
administrative and legal system. 
For professionals, officials as well as
volunteers engaged in the reception of
third-country Nationals, better
preparation for working in an
intercultural setting as they will have a
greater understanding of cultural
differences and intercultural skills.

 

ABOUT STIRE

For host communities, increased
competence in interacting with third-
country nationals and supporting their
integration. 

For all, stronger cooperation and
partnership through increased
information and knowledge about
social and cultural issues linked to
resettlement and the people involved.

About this report

This report is summarising the
activities and events hosted in the
second year of STIRE implementation,
mainly between January 2020 - January
2021. 
The aim of this brochure is to bring
together the enriching experiences and
share them with as many as possible. 



Adapted activities during the
COVID-19 pandemic
19th of May 2020

Access to education for
migrant children 

17th of November 2020 

The Community Talk aimed to provide an
informal space for discussions and exchange of
experiences for people working with TCNs on
the topic of how Corona Virus outbreak would
have impactes the daily work with refugees and
migrants, which are the means of cooperation
and support between organisations, and how
NGOs can support the public authorities'
initiatives.

The Community Talk aimed to provide an
informal space for discussions and exchange of
experiences, to coordinate and better adjust the
activities of people who work with TCNs. This
Community Talk also aimed to open the
discussions around the topic of migrant’s
engagement in the local community.

The third Community Talk aimed to bring
together people working with migrant
children to discuss in an informal space about
the topic of migrant children access to
education, to exchange experiences and to
coordinate and better adjust their activities.

COMMUNITY TALKS

Maximizing migrant engagement in
the local community and migrant-

led advocacy: avenues of
cooperation and exchange of

experience
3rd of November 2020



Four Socio-cultural Workshops were
implemented face-to-face and online with
29 participants from Bucharest, Constanța
and Tîrgu Mureș. The main objective of
socio-cultural orientation workshops was to
facilitate integration of resettled third
country nationals into their host
communities. 3 of the workshops were
implemented through the organization JRS
- Jesuit Refugee Service in Bucharest and
Constanta.

Sociol-cultural workshops with
Resetlled TCNs

June 2020

SEMINARS & PARTNERSHIP FAIR

Partnership Fair for
Volunteering

7th of November 2020

The Volunteer Partnership Fair fostered the
communication between migrants and civil
society, bringing together migrants
interested in volunteering with civil society
organizations. Apart from the information
sessions hosted by civil organizations, also a
common workshop about “Rights &
Responsibilities” was conducted. 
During the online presentations, civil
society organizations will present their
profile, activity, and volunteering
opportunities, as well as the qualifications
that they are looking for in the potential
volunteers.
Organizations Partners in the Volunteering
Partnership Fair: The League for the
Defence of Human Rights, Cluj Branch -
LADO;

 Cluj-Napoca Volunteer Centre; Romania -
Burundi Partnership Group; CIAO - Cluj
Intercultural Awareness Organization;
Centre for Peace and Violence Prevention –
CPVP; O masa calda Association;
Association of Palestinians in Transylvania;
Grupul de Initiativa Basarabeana in Cluj -
GIB; Cluj International Women’s Club.
You can find more information here. 

https://sites.google.com/view/volunteerpartnershipfair?fbclid=IwAR2AhUFrPfcFEo3am1d5iU8h53O702c3VXRza51i2jLXkZjx-nKyLkg26X0


SEMINARS & WORKSHOPS

The seminar aimed to bring together teachers,
educators, and pedagogues that work with
migrant children in a common space to learn
about topics such as the challenges of
working with migrant children, the materials
used in class for promoting tolerance,
empathy, diversity, and to share good
practices.
The seminar was hosted between the 29th of
November and the 9th of December, including
two online meetings and applied projects
(homework) in between the two sessions. 

Access to education for
migrant children

29th of November and 9th
of December 2020

The seminar aimed to gather cultural
mediators and volunteers that work with
TCNS in an informal space, where to discuss
topics such as culture, interculturality,
cultural dialogue, multiculturalism and
methods for a faster and better
understanding between migrants and their
communities. Also, were approached the
best methods of migrants’ integration in
their new host communities.

Culture and Interculturality
5th of December 2020



Advocacy and responsible
journalism 

7th of december 2020

Working rights for migrants in
Romania

15th of december 2020

The seminar aimed to raise awareness on
how our perceptions can be distorted, to
understand how the same events can be
interpreted differently through different
perspectives by different people and how
journalistic reporting can easily become
biased.

The seminar aimed to equip participants with
the necessary information to be able to guide
and provide the necessary support to
migrants in the process of prospecting and
looking for a job, as well as information
about their rights related to employment in
Romania. 

Panel discussion on migration:
human trafficking, integration,

myths and stereotypes 
15th of January 2021

The Panel discussion aimed to bring
together people from different social and
cultural origins, to break down barriers and
build networks among them, and to provide
space for discussions and exchange of
experiences on the topics such as human
trafficking, migrants’ integration, myths and
stereotypes in Romania.

SEMINARS & PANEL DISCUSSION 



The cultural market was designed as a
social interaction three-day event aiming 
 to bring together the resettled Third
Country Nationals of Syrian/Middle East
origin with established diaspora and/or
refugee organizations in the region from
the same/similar origin. It lasted from the
27th of November until the 29th of
November, and it was formed by a series of
activities such as a Cooking show, Movie
night, Storytelling night, and a Concert.
More details about these sessions can be
found below.    

CULTURAL MARKET

In the Syrian culture the food is the focus
of any gathering or event as it reflects the
culture itself, where food is all about
hospitality and generosity. We were
honored to collaborate with Chef Mataz
Alzarai and his amazing family. Mataz was
extremely open and generous with us,
cooking 4 dishes for the STIRE Cultural
Market: 2 main dishes: Dawud Pasha and
Soffran Rice with Chicken, which
complemented perfectly with Fattoush
Salad and the dessert Kattaif.

Cooking with MATAZ
from 27th to 29th of November

2020



Mohamad Zatari Trio was founded in
2019, with the vision of pushing the
boundaries between sound worlds.
The Trio has started a project with
Sara Eslami (Tar - Iran) and Avadhut
Kasinadhuni (Tabla - India). The
resulting repertoire includes original
compositions and rearranged
traditional pieces from West Asia and
North Africa that fuse timbers and
techniques in a form of storytelling.

Concert
MOHAMMAD ZATARI TRIO

29th of November 2020

CULTURAL MARKET

Storytelling night
28th of November 2020

We’ve seen the power of stories, how
they are bringing people together,
connecting in meaningful and new
ways. Stories can take us towards
worlds that are completely unknown
and make us live numerous lives, learn
from others’ experiences and
experiment with new cultures. They
help us enter different perspectives and
they can also make us feel more
connected to someone — even someone
you’ve just met.

The movie “Once the dust settles” is
presenting three stories of people who
survived war and disaster and who are
trying to rebuild their lives after the cities
in which they are living are no longer
subjects in the news. Through this movie
we wanted to spark a conversation about
resilience, social recovery, hope, creating
opportunities in times of crisis and the
socio-cultural aspects of the three cities
captured in the movie.

Movie night
27th of November 2020



50 participants from Romania,
Austria, and Croatia took part in the
course hosted by the Photographer
Roland Vaczi together with Andreea
Dumitrescu - interpret.
The Course culminated with an online
exhibition and an event where
participants had the opportunity to
share thoughts and experiences.

The exhibition displayed the photos created by the participants in the Online
Photography Course in the Central Park of Cluj-Napoca. The exhibition was
available from the 16th to 31st of January 2021.

Photo Exhibition: changing the narrative of migration
from 16th to 30th of January 2020, Cluj - Napoca

PHOTO EXHIBITIONS

The STIRE online Participatory
Photography Course was designed to
involve resettled people in an activity
developed to encourage participants to
express their identity through their own
"lenses". 

Participatory Online
Photography Course 

October - November 2020

"Every person has their own pictures, and I love my pictures a lot, but when we participated in
the course I felt how I could take care of my pictures in order to express myself, how I conveyed
my message and I was happy to participate with the wonderful staff Ronald - a wonderful
lecturer. We did not understand Ronald’s message except through Andreea's translation.
Thank you!"  - Testimony from Mr. H., a participant in the Photo Course



STIRE created an online data base as a tool for developing a network
of organisations and individuals who have a common goal: supporting
the integration of migrants and refugees.   The main objective of the
database is linking migrants, especially resettled TCNs with
volunteering opportunities in their Communities and NGOs in order to
help them integrate and adapt in their new home communities. 

ONLINE DATABASE & COLLABORATIONS 

Moreover, through this database we aimed to create a space for
searching for new partners and sharing opportunities, not just for
migrants and people working in the migration field but also for other
actors interested in the topic of migration. The registration can be
made by accessing the  following link:
 https://stire.org/database/.

https://stire.org/database/
https://stire.org/database/


STORIES ABOUT SOLIDARITY THAT INSPIRE US 

Q: WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO
VOLUNTEER? 

 

As a result of the changes brought about
by the COVID-19 crisis, the challenges
have not stopped appearing on all levels
of life, all the more so during this period
with vulnerabilities being accentuated.
However, stories that give us hope have
come to us, especially stories of solidarity
and cooperation.
All over the world, refugees have
mobilised in solidarity with the host
community. We have examples of
medically trained refugees who have been
recruited as additional staff or as front-
line volunteers; groups of refugees who
make purchases and home deliveries for
other people at risk. By ensuring
appropriate integration and support
measures from the host communities,
refugees have shown a strong desire and
energy for community involvement,
making an extremely valuable
contribution to society at large.
We had the privilege of talking to two of
the protagonists of the stories that
inspire us. Noma Shkeir and Nashua
agreed to answer a few questions about
their experience as volunteers in the field
of migration and asylum.

Noma: I didn't ask myself this
question, it happened without naming
this, I mean I was in the situation
where I was living in the middle of a
heartbreaking war in Syria and I did
what I felt needed to be done to give
everything what I can, as long as I can.
We helped by delivering food to the
affected areas and also by teaching
the children and helping them with
their homework as well as other
activities.
Nashua: I volunteer because I have
always liked to help helpless people,
especially children, and I am very
happy to see their smiles on their
faces when their needs are met.



Noma: I volunteered in non-profit
organizations such as IOM - International
Organization for Migration, AIDROM
Terre des Hommes and others. The closest
to my soul was the experience at the
Summer School for Migrants, organized
by ADRA, where I was a teacher of arts,
more precisely music and fine arts. We
spent wonderful moments singing,
painting and sharing the stories of our
travels.
Nashua: Unfortunately, I have not been
involved in other activities, but I would
like to volunteer for the ambulance service
in the future.

Q: WHAT OTHER VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU BEEN INVOLVED IN?

 

Q: DID YOU CHOOSE THIS FIELD BY CHANCE OR DID
YOU HAVE A SPECIAL MOTIVATION?

 

Noma: I volunteered and worked in NGOs specialising in migration because I was
eligible for it. I do not just mean being eligible because I know the most spoken
language among migrants, Arabic, but most importantly because I am interested
in this field and because I have the desire to offer.
Nashua: Being from a mixed family, I lived part of my life in Syria, where I caught
a year of war, which made me an even more introvert person, and made me
choose to volunteer in this field. This is my reason and I consider that this option
made me find myself first of all and made me want to help other people in
difficulty, disadvantaged people, misunderstood, blamed. 
I feel like one of them, I understand their pain and I know very well what it
means to run away from a war and to belong to no one in a foreign country.

STORIES ABOUT SOLIDARITY THAT INSPIRE US
 



Noma: The last volunteer activity I was
involved in was an ADRA initiative to
identify vulnerable families on campus. I
made a list of these families and helped
them translate what they needed; in this
way they received packages with food,
toys and clothes suitable for their sizes.
Nashua: A project dear to my soul was
the translation of children's stories into
Arabic.

Q: WHAT IS YOUR LAST ROLE AS A VOLUNTEER?WHAT
OTHER VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU BEEN

INVOLVED IN?
 

Q: WHAT DID YOUR VOLUNTEERING EXPERIENCE BRING
YOU? DID YOU CHOOSE THIS FIELD BY CHANCE OR DID

YOU HAVE A SPECIAL MOTIVATION?
 

Noma: Volunteering brings me a deep
self-satisfaction and an invaluable
sense of accomplishment, it is
something that makes me happy
because I can see the result of my
effort materialising in front of me.
I mean, it means helping people, and
it's not about the work or the tasks you
have when you work in an office, it's
something you enjoy and do regardless
of whether you're paid or not. And yes,
I would do it for a lifetime for free!
Nashua: The experience of volunteering
brought me a lot of personal
satisfaction: it made me know myself
better, not to judge people in terms of
appearances, to know new cultures and
foreign languages I had never heard of.

Q: WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO SOMEONE WHO IS
THINKING OF VOLUNTEERING?

 
 

Noma: I would tell him not to hesitate
for a moment. With good reason,
spiritual gain will always outweigh
effort. It is very encouraging when you
see helpless people who finally reach a
point of relief, a child who had hand
pain and who now shakes your hand in
sincere gratitude.
Nashua: I would suggest that people
volunteer only if they do it from the
heart, not for rewards, because the
satisfaction you get when you volunteer
and the joy you see in the eyes of people
in difficulty is infinite.

Q: HOW DID YOU ADAPT YOUR WORK AS A
VOLUNTEER DURING THE PANDEMIC?

 

Noma: During this period I work in the
refugee camp in Bucharest. In addition
to my work, I am involved in volunteer
activities on various levels. During the
pandemic crisis, we contacted PeStop -
which offers health products to
vulnerable people and groups. Through
them I managed to bring masks, hand
sanitiser, shower gel and other hygiene
products on camp. 

STORIES ABOUT SOLIDARITY THAT INSPIRE US 



PUBLICATIONS

STIRE COMMUNITY ORIENTATION 
GUIDEBOOK IN RO, EN, AR, FR

STIRE COMMUNITY GUIDE FOR
VOLUNTEERING IN RO, EN, AR, FR

CURRICULA FOR SEMINARS WITH
 RESETTLED IN RO AND EN 

CURRICULA FOR SEMINARS WITH 
STAKEHOLDERS IN RO AND EN

All the materials can be found in different languages on the PATRIR website
or by accessing the following link https://patrir.ro/resources/toolkits/

 

https://patrir.ro/resources/toolkits/


The source of my interests and contributions
lies at the intersection of arts and
communication, development, environment,
politics, humanities, digital tech, culture and
society. Currently, I am completing my thesis
for the Master's programme on Cultural
Anthropology and Development Studies
(CADES) in KU Leuven in Belgium.

LOVEY  MARQUEZ

ISABELA PÎRLOGEA

Young professional with a BA in Internatonal
Law and Legal Studies and a LLM in
International Humanitarian Law, previously
engaged into armed conflict classification for
the Rule of Law in Armed Conflict database of
the Geneva Academy of International
Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, refugee
law research and space law and security. I was
awarded the title of Magna Cum Laude for my
LLM Dissertation which analysed whether and
how International Humanitarian Law provides
protection of medical and critical
infrastructure in the context of an outer space
armed conflict.
Finalist of the 2020 International Humanitarian
Law, Jean Pictet Competition, representing the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. Currently working on developing a
holistic multidimensional model and a set of
policies addressing far-right extremism in
Europe and Romania as part of the Horizon
2020 PARTICIPATION programme. 

 My work has a particular
focus on analysing and
researching gender equality,
intersectionality and gender
inclusion in peacebuilding,
peacekeeping missions,
politics, law and far-right
engagement. Other interests
consist in humanitarian aid,
refugee integration, conflict
management, post conflict
recovery.

Project Officer

Intern

Intern

OUR TEAM  OF INTERNS AND VOLUNTEERS



My name’s Gretta Saied, I’m a visual
artist, I have a bachelor's degree in
Fine Arts and a master’s degree in
Design.
I’ve been working hands-on in the
field of art for 7 years now in
multiple domains and for different
companies, organizations and
bodies. 
I have an urgency to contribute in
any way possible to the people
around me, and those who are in
need.

GRETTA SAIED

OUDAI MARI 

My name is Oudai Mari. I have been
working in Cluj for four years as a
Localization QA lead tester. I enjoy
discovering new places and I believe
in helping others as much as
possible. In my free time, you can
see me hiking,  swimming and
cooking

Intern
Intern

Volunteer

Intern



Website:   https://stire.org
Facebook:  -

https://www.facebook.com/resettledinte
gration/

 
andreea.mercea@patrir.eu 

Phone: +40741501917
 

andriana.cosciug@patrir.eu  
Phone: +40757439953

 
 

CONTACT USSTIRE CONSORTIUM

SPECIAL THANKS

We would like to thank our whole team of interns and volunteers,
for their work and passion, to our partners and speakers, to the
participants, and to our colleagues for all their support in the
process of supporting the integration of the resettled, empowering,
and changing the narrative on migration. 

https://stire.org/
https://www.facebook.com/resettledintegration/
https://www.facebook.com/resettledintegration/

